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I

Read the following text.

London moved a step closer to becoming the UK's first city to implement a ban on the distribution of free carrier bags, after council leaders voted to include the proposals in a bill to be put before Parliament later this month.

London Councils chairman Councillor Merrick Cockell urged Londoners to lobby their members of Parliament to support the bill, which would impose a ban on the estimated 1.6bn free plastic bags distributed to London shoppers each year.

"The campaign to rid the capital of the environmental disease of throw-away shopping bags begins here," Cockell said. "As a society, we need to do far more to reduce the amount of waste we are sending to landfill and London as a city is determined to take an ambitious lead on this issue."

The vote follows an online survey of over 1,700 people that found that 90 per cent supported some action to reduce the number of plastic bags used, with 60 per cent calling for a total ban. However, it remains unclear whether MPs will support the plans.

The government has in place a voluntary agreement with retailers to cut the environmental impact of plastic bags by 25 per cent by 2008 and pledged to work to phase out free single-use carrier bags. But there have been indications that the Treasury would oppose any attempt to impose a levy on plastic bags.

"Any ban would be a serious error of judgement," said David Tyson, chief executive of the UK Packaging and Industrial Films Association (PIFA). "When Ireland imposed a tax on plastic bags there was a reduction in the number of bags distributed, but what happened is that people just went out and bought alternative plastic bags that were thicker. Customs figures show that since the levy was implemented, the total weight of all types of plastic bags being imported to Ireland has increased. Thin plastic carrier bags are one of the most re-used forms of packaging around," said Tyson. "Some may ask why we are lobbying against this when it would lead to increased sales of plastic, but our view is that it is environmentally irresponsible."
However, a spokesman for the Irish Department for Environment, Heritage and Local Government dismissed the suggestion that the country's plastic bag tax was failing. He added that the levy had resulted in a 90 per cent reduction in disposable bag use.

Figures released by Sainsbury's suggest retailers' efforts to reduce use of disposable bags are having an effect. The company said that the use of free carrier bags fell by 10 per cent in the past six months, while the use of reusable bags rose by nearly 50 per cent.
by James Murray, in Business Green, 13 Nov 2007 (slightly adapted)
A. Choose the best option, a), b) or c). (5 x 3 pontos)

      1. bill (line 2) means

a) law

b) cheque
c) call
      2. pledged (line 15) means
a) gave

b) told

c) promised
      3. levy (line 17) means

a) fine

b) tax

c) order
      4. dismissed (lime 27) means
a) dispersed
b) rejected
c) ended
      5. released (line 29) means
a) used

b) freed
c) published
B. Say whether the following statements about the text are true or false.

     Justify your choice with expressions from it. (5 x 7 pontos)
     1. London councillors have approved a ban on plastic shopping bags.
     2. 80% of Londoners approve the ban.
     3. The government suggested an agreement with the retailers to reduce the amount of plastic 
          bags offered by their shops.
     4. The Irish Department for Environment, Heritage and Local Government reported a great 
           reduction in the use of shopping plastic bags.
     5. Sainsbury retailers confirm a 10% reduction in the number os plastic bags offered in their 
          shops.

C. Complete the sentences below according to the ideas expressed in the text. 
     (3 x 10 pontos)
    1. Mr Cockell asked Londoners to press their members of Parliament to support the ban 
        because …………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………….
    2. Mr Tyson is against the ban because …………………………………………..……………………………..
    3. You will send less waste to landfills if …………………………………………..…………………………….

D. Express and justify your opinions. (20 pontos)

      What do you think of the London local authorities’ attitude? Would you support such a 
      move in your town?

II

Rewrite the following sentences starting as suggested. Do not change the meaning of the sentences printed above them. (5 x 10 pontos)

1. They will send less waste to landfills.
     Less waste ………………………………………………………………………….…………………….

2. The Treasury may oppose any attempt to impose a levy on plastic bags.
     Any attempt to Impose a levy on plastic bags …………………………………………….. .

3. The ministers didn’t vote the ban on plastic bags.

     The ban on plastic bags ………………………….…………………………..…………………… .

4. The Council posted their proposal to the Parliament.

     The Council proposal …..………………………………………………………………………….. .

5. London needs serious measures to tackle the problem of too many plastic bags.
    Serious measures …………………………………………………………………………………….. .

III

Imagine and write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper expressing your concerns about an environmental problem in your town. Describe its effect(s) on the area, say what has/hasn’t been done to tackle it, and suggest further measures. 
Write 100-120 words. (50 pontos)

FIM
Todas as respostas às questões desta prova deverão ser registadas em folha própria.


Material admitido: dicionários unilingues e/ou bilingues.
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