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I

Read the following text.

The idea behind citizen journalism is that people without professional journalism training can use the tools of modern technology and the global distribution of the Internet to create, augment or fact-check media on their own or in collaboration with others. For example, you might write about a city council meeting on your blog or in an online forum. Or you could fact-check a newspaper article and point out factual errors or bias on your blog. Or you might take a digital photo of an important event happening in your town and post it online. Or you might videotape a similar event and post it on a site such as YouTube.

All these might be considered acts of journalism, even if they don’t go beyond simple observation at the scene of an important event. Because of the wide dispersion of so many excellent tools for capturing live events — from tiny digital cameras to videophones — the average citizen can now make news and distribute it globally, a job that used to be done only by established journalists and media companies.

There is some controversy over the term citizen journalism, because many professional journalists believe that only a trained journalist can understand the rigors and ethics involved in reporting the news. On the other hand are many trained journalists who practice citizen journalism by writing their own blogs or commentary online outside of the traditional journalism hierarchy.

One of the main concepts behind citizen journalism is that professional media reporters and producers are not the exclusive center of knowledge on a subject — the audience knows more collectively than the reporter alone. Now, many of these Big Media outlets are trying to control the knowledge of their audience through comments at the end of stories they post online.

One of the first efforts in citizen journalism was the OhMyNews site in South Korea, launched in early 2000, which has become a popular mainstream news source in that Asian country. The site is a hybrid of professionally reported and citizen reported stories, with citizen journalists being paid small sums for the more popular work they do.
by Mark Glaser, in PBS Media Shift, 27 September 2006 (adapted)
A. Say whether the following statements about the text are true or false. 

     Justify your choice with expressions from the text. (4 x 9 pontos)
     1. Only professional journalists can write news articles online.

     2. Professional journalists don’t know everything.
     3. The OhMyNews site is a mixture of professional journalism and citizen journalism.

     4. Citizen journalists never get money for their stories.
B. Complete the following sentences with information from the text. 

     Use your own words as far as possible. (2 x 12 pontos)

      1. Citizen journalism is made possible by such tools as …………….... and …………………….....

      2. Citizen journalism is a controversial subject because ………………………………………………..

C. Express and justify your opinion. (2 x 15 pontos)
      1. Do you think that the work of a traditional journalist is compatible with citizen 

           journalism? Why? / Why not?

      2. Have you ever contributed with a story, a comment, a picture or a video clip for a site or a    

           blog? Why? / Why not?

II

A. Fill in the gaps of the sentences below with must, mustn’t, can’t, should, 

     shouldn’t. (5 x 5 pontos)
      1. “I ………. always tell the truth if I want to be respected”, said a friend of mine who is a 
           journalist.

      2. Did you hear the news about that politician who raped a young girl? I don’t believe it. It 
           ………. be true.

      3. We don’t read much. We ………. read more.

      4. TV ………. show violent scenes before 11 p.m..

      5. Journalists ………. smoke in the edit room. It’s forbidden!

B. Turn into the reported speech. (22 pontos)
      1. “I find television very educating. Every time somebody turns on the set, I go into the other 
          room and read a book”.
          The American comedian Groucho Marx said ……………………………………………………………….

      2. “I buy a newspaper every day and I read it during my lunch break.”

          Pauline said ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

C. Fill in the gaps with the prepositions at, for, in, of and on. Do not rewrite the 

     paragraph. Refer only to the numbers. (10 x 2 pontos)
If you look (1) ….. the dictionary (2) ….. the term citizen journalism, you should see a picture (3) ….. Dan Gillmor. Gillmor wrote the first blog while he was a technology columnist (4) ….. the San Jose Mercury News, wrote the book, We the Media (5) ….. the subject (6) ….. grassroots media, and now runs the Center (7) ….. Citizen Media, a joint project (8) ….. the Graduate School (9) ….. Journalism (10) ….. UC Berkeley. 
III
Choose ONE of the topics, A or B and write between 80 and 100 words on it.

(43 pontos)

A. The media are undergoing an enormous revolution thanks to the Internet and digital 

     innovations. Refer to a few positive and not so positive consequences.

B. Something interesting has just taken place in your neighbourhood and you think   

     more people would like to hear about that. Imagine and write down the story you 

     could post on a site or a blog about that event.

FIM

Todas as respostas às questões desta prova deverão ser registadas em folha própria.


Material admitido: dicionários unilingues e/ou bilingues.
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