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                                                              ENSINO SECUNDÁRIO RECORRENTE

                   


       10º ano – Inglês Continuação

                                                                          Teste – Módulo 1

Todas as respostas às questões deste teste deverão ser registadas em folha própria.

Material admitido: dicionários unilingues e/ou bilingues
I

Read the following text.
One World, one Language?
Watch your language! That little phrase will soon acquire a sad new meaning if the worries of the world's linguistic experts become justified.

They claim that languages are disappearing at an alarming rate. One becomes extinct approximately every fortnight. Consequently, of the 6,700 languages that are spoken around the globe at present, perhaps only 2,000 will survive the coming century.

Some will be extinguished by political intolerance. Some will die because a tribe has become urbanised and assimilated into mainstream culture.

But the main threat is obvious. English. It is already spoken by a quarter of the world's population, and millions more learn it every year. It is the language of trade and diplomacy, news and transport, science and technology, and of course the Internet.

At risk are not only obscure tribal languages in Mongolia or on remote islands. In Scotland, fewer than 50,000 people now speak Gaelic, despite strong (and very costly) efforts to keep the language alive.

To the English and the Americans, probably the world's most unenthusiastic second language learners, this may seem like paradise. Already we can go almost anywhere in the world and order a burger and fries without even learning the local word for "please".

Words shape thoughts, and thoughts shape culture, politics and everyday life. So the death of a language means more than the destruction of a linguistic tradition. It also signifies one more step to globalisation.

Of course, this is a complex and, in some respects, contradictory matter. Some experts, for instance, maintain that English has already been divided into a thousand different dialects that will soon be considered as separate languages. But I am not alone in predicting that the phenomenon of disappearing languages will be the biggest cultural concern of the 21st century. Let's hope we make a better job of saving them than we did with the ozone layer.

Richard Morrison, December 21 2000 (adapted)
A. Say whether the following statements about the text are true or false. 

    Justify your choice with expressions from the text. (4 X 7 pontos)
    1. Many languages are disappearing very quickly.

    2. The English and the Americans are very good foreign language learners.
    3. A global unified language means people are resisting globalisation.

    4. Language extinction is compared to environmental problems.

B. Complete the following sentences with information from the text. (3 X 9 pontos)
    1. The major reason why languages are disappearing is because ………………………

    2. For those who can speak English it’s possible ……………………………………
    3. English is spreading all over the world but ………………………………………….
C. Answer the following questions on the text. (3 X 10 pontos)
    1. How is English described nowadays?

    2. What is happening in Scotland?

    3. According to the writer, what does the death of a language mean?

D. Express and justify your opinion. (15 pontos)
     Refer to an advantage and a disadvantage of a global language.

II

A. Complete the following sentences with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets 
     in the Present Simple, the Present Continuous or the Present Perfect. 

     (6 X 5 pontos)
     1. The BBC ………………… (invest) in English language programmes for many years.

     2. Colin …………………… (visit) Scotland at the moment.

     3. Susan and Tim …………………… (study) Greek now.

     4. Rita ………………… (send) her daughter on a summer language course every year.

     5. Peter …………………… (not come) to Portugal yet.

     6. Fiona and Paul ……………………  (chat) on the net every evening.
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B. Rewrite the following sentences using the passive voice. (3 X 9 pontos)
     1. Irish people expect an increase in Gaelic learners next year.
         An increase ……………………………………………………. .

     2. The e-mail resolved many of the frustrations of modern life.

         Many of the frustrations ………………………………………….. .

     3. The EU has made a special directive on preserving minority languages.
         A special directive …………………………………………………. .

III

Choose ONE of the topics, A, B or C and write between 80 and 100 words on it.
(43 pontos)
A. Why is it important to preserve a national language?
B. Suggest a few different ways of learning a foreign language and culture.

C. Refer to the influence of the English and American language and culture on the 

     Portuguese language and culture.
FIM
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