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Read the following text.

If you are an IT professional, please first question yourself whether you are qualified enough to speak in English, and then question whether you are qualified in your core IT skills. This is because, if you want to work for an IT company, especially a software development company, then you are most likely going to work for a foreign company or its local offshore/outsourcing partner. Now, the management of those companies is mostly foreign as well. Their first criterion is that their employees must have good English communication skills so that they can speak to the management efficiently avoiding communication gaps that might lead to the potential risk of losing clients. I’m not telling you that everyone has this shortcoming, but many really do have it. So please if you are weak in English, please upgrade yourself with this capability. If required, get enrolled in a language school.

Why I’m asking so? It is not enough to only have technical knowledge. In a job interview if you can’t express properly and efficiently in English within the very limited amount of time available in front of the interviewer, s/he isn’t going to hire you for his/her company. The consequence is that you don’t get a job, and you won’t get a good job anywhere. Even if you get one for a few days, if you can’t communicate properly with your higher management, very soon you might lose your job. So, take my suggestion and develop your English communication skills.

Some very simple techniques to improve your English skills can be listening to English songs and trying to memorize them, watching English movies, reading English newspapers about what you are interested in. You might say if reading in English is helpful to learn to speak fluently in English, then why can’t I speak fluently after studying the entire 4-years curriculum of computer science in English? This is because, you only read, you didn’t dare to speak much. Speak. Speak with your friends and the people around you. Don’t be afraid of mistakes. Don’t be afraid of people teasing you. 
in JIPL Blog
A. Choose the best option, a), b) or c). (5 x 4 pontos)

      1. core  (line 2) means

a) basic
b) classic
c) hard
      2. shortcoming  (line 9) means
a) start

b) end

c) fault
     3. hire (line 13) means

a) contract
b) contact
c) control
      4. skills (line 17) means

a) a sport
b) abilities
c) importance
      5. teasing (line 24)  means
a) avoiding
b) allowing 
c) annoying
B. Say whether the following statements about the text are true or false.

     Justify your choice with expressions from it. (3 x 10 pontos)
      1. Computing skills are more important than English language skills.

      2. Most of the IT companies’ bosses are not from Bangladesh.
      3. Reading is not enough when you are learning English.

C. Complete the sentences below according to the ideas expressed in the 
     text. (3 x 10 pontos)
1. IT companies’ managers want employees that are good at English because …………………..
      2. You won’t get a job if ………………………………………………………………………………
      3. You can improve your English by ………………………………., …………………………………………., 
            ………………………..………., ………………………………. and ………………………………..…………. .
D. Express and justify your opinions. (20 pontos)
      Choose two techniques suggested in the last paragraph of the text to improve your English. 
      Why do you favour them? Which of the two do you think is the most effective?
II

A. Complete the following sentences with the correct forms of the verbs in 
      brackets in the Present Simple, the Present Continuous and the Present 
      Perfect. (6 X 5 pontos)

     1. The BBC ………………… (invest) in English language programmes for many years.
     2. Colin …………………… (work) for XPert at the moment.
     3. Susan and Tim …………………… (study) Greek now.
     4. Rita ………………… (send) her daughter on a summer language course every year.
     5. They …………………… (not hire) new programmers since last Spring.
     6. Fiona and Paul ……………………  (chat) on the net every evening.

B. Rewrite the following sentences starting as suggested. Do not change the 

     meaning of the sentences printed above them. (4 x 5 pontos)

     1. Many programmers took English lessons last month.
         English lessons ………………………………………………………...........................................
     2. ExPert offers young programmers excellent opportunities.

          Young programmers ................................................................................................
     3. They interviewed her yesterday.
         She ……………………………………………………………........................................................
     4. They have offered many job opportunities recently.
         Many job opportunities ………………………………………….............................................

III

Choose ONE of the topics, A, B or C and write between 80 and 100 words on it.

(50 pontos)

A. Why is it important to learn languages?

B. Have you ever felt sorry or uncomfortable because you weren’t able to understand 

    other people? Refer to something that happened to you. Use your imagination if you 

    want.

C. Refer to the influence of the English and American language and culture on the 

     Portuguese language and culture.

FIM

Todas as respostas às questões desta prova deverão ser registadas em folha própria.


Material admitido: dicionários unilingues e/ou bilingues.
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