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Modalidade: Escrita


I

Read the following text.
English won't dominate as world language

The world faces a future of people speaking more than one language, with English no longer seen as likely to become dominant, a British language expert says in a new analysis.

“English is likely to remain one of the world’s most important languages for the foreseeable future, but its future is more problematic — and complex — than most people appreciate,” said language researcher David Graddol.

He sees English as likely to become the “first among equals” rather than having the global field to itself.

“Monolingual speakers of any variety of English — American or British — will experience increasing difficulty in employment and political life, and are likely to become bewildered by many aspects of society and culture around them,” Graddol said.

The share of the world’s population that speaks English as a native language is falling, Graddol reports in a paper in Friday’s issue of the journal Science.

The idea of English becoming the world language to the exclusion of others “is past its sell-by date,” Graddol says. Instead, its major contribution will be in creating new generations of bilingual and multilingual speakers, he reports.

A multi-lingual population is already the case in much of the world and is becoming more common in the United States. Indeed, the Census Bureau reported last year that nearly one American in five speaks a language other than English at home, with Spanish leading, and Chinese growing fast. And because of this linguistic diversity, many American politicians want to add an amendment to the Constitution to make English the nation’s official language.
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/4387421
A. Say whether the following statements about the text are true or false. 

     Justify your choice with expressions from the text. (4 x 8 pontos)
     1. English will be the master language in the world.
     2. Multilingualism is going to be a common trend.

     3. Considering English the global language is outdated.

     4. Half the Americans speak a language that is not English.

B. Complete the following sentences with information from the text. 

     Use your own words as far as possible. (2 x 12 pontos)
      1. In the future people ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

      2. People who speak only one language …………………………………………………………………….

C. Express and justify your opinion. (2 x 16 pontos)
     1. Why will monolingual speakers have problems in the future?

     2. What does Graddol mean when he says that monolingual speakers “are likely to become 
         bewildered by many aspects of society and culture around them”?
II

A. Complete the following sentences with the correct forms of the verbs in 

     brackets in the Present Simple, the Present Continuous or the Present 

     Perfect. (6 x 6 pontos)
     1. Nowadays there ……….  (be) many more Chinese speakers than native English speakers.

     2. English ………. (lose) much of its importance recently.

     3. At the moment lots of students ………. (learn) English as a second language.

     4. Now some Portuguese schools ………. (offer) Spanish as a second language in their curricula.

     5. You learn English better when you ………. (live) in an English speaking country.

     6. She ………. (make) great progress  since she started to learn German.

B. Rewrite the following sentences using the passive voice. (4 x 9 pontos)

      1. Some Portuguese schools have introduced new languages in their curricula.

          New languages …………………………………………………………………………………………………

      2. The Chinese speak little Chinese outside their communities.

          Chinese ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

      3. Graddol wrote a paper about the evolution of English.

          A paper ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

      4. Language schools teach foreign languages.

          Foreign languages …………………………………………………………………………………………….

III

Choose ONE of the topics, A, B or C and write between 80 and 100 words on it.

(40 pontos)

A. What is the situation in Portugal? Is it necessary to learn foreign languages to have a 
      successful future?

B. Think of different ways of learning a foreign language. Point out their advantages and 
      disadvantages and justify why you would prefer one of those ways.
FIM

Todas as respostas às questões desta prova deverão ser registadas em folha própria.


Material admitido: dicionários unilingues e/ou bilingues.








