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ES Dr Manuel Gomes de Almeida – Espinho

Ensino Recorrente por Módulos – 11º ano

I

Read the text carefully

About 50 teachers, engineers, executives and other professionals in San Francisco have decided not to buy anything new in 2006 -- except food, health and safety items and underwear. 

"We're people for whom recycling is no longer enough," said one of the members of the movement, John Perry, who works in marketing at a high-tech company. "We're trying to get off this consumerism, because consumer culture is destroying the world." 

They call themselves the Compact. They have a blog, a Yahoo group and monthly meetings to reaffirm their commitment to the rule, which is never to buy anything new. "I didn't buy a pair of shoes today," said Shawn Rosenmoss, an engineer. "They were really nice and comfortable, and I haven't bought new shoes for a while. But I didn't buy them. That's a big part of the Compact - we show that we're not powerless over our purchasing." 

Compacters can get as much as they want from thrift shops and flea markets, as long as the items are second-hand. And when they're in doubt, they turn to their fellow Compacters for guidance. 

"We had a little crisis when Matt and Sarah had to replace their shower curtain liner and we said no," said Perry. "But we put the word out and someone found one for them.”

The Compact started two years ago when Perry and a group of his friends, who were tired of devoting so much of their time and money on items they don't need, vowed to go six months without buying anything new. American consumerism, they say, has led to global environmental and socioeconomic crises, and the only way to reverse it is to stop buying. 

The Compact proved immensely popular and quickly increased its membership. 

Kate Boyd, a drama teacher, said she enjoys the extra time, money and perspective that a consumer-free life brings. 

"It's just a relief to get away from the pressure to always have new clothes, gadgets and other things we don't need," she said. 

One especially appealing aspect of the Compact is its social component. Fellow Compacters offer advice, moral support, help locating needed items and partners for thrift-store runs. One couple, Matt Eddy and Sarah Pelmas, met through the Compact and got married six months ago. 

by Carolyn Jones in San Francisco Chronicle, Monday, February 13, 2006 (adapted)

I

A. Say whether the following statements about the text are true or false. 

    Justify your choice with expressions from the text.

    1. The Compact was founded in 2004.

    2. The Compact is a movement against consumerism formed by retired people.

    3. The group is committed to not buying anything new.

    4. The Compacters favour buying second-hand things.

    5. The Compact hasn’t been able to become popular.

B. Complete the following sentences with ideas from the text.

     1. According to John Perry, some of the world crises …………………………………………

     2. Shawn Rosenmoss didn’t buy a pair of shoes because …………………………………….

     3. Advice and moral support ………………………………………………………………. .

C. Express and justify your opinions.

     1. Comment on the effects of Kate Boyd’s decision to join the Compact.

     2. Would you join a group like the Compact?

     3. Is advertising a good or a bad thing?

II

A. Complete these sentences using little, few, a little, a few.
     1. I’m sorry, but I’m going to have to ask you for very ………. money to pay this bill.

     2. Although they are experts on languages, they know ………… about marketing.

     3. There are lots of cinemas in town as well as ……………. good cafeterias. 

     4. He is very successful even though he has ………….. qualifications.

B. Fill in with so or such.
     1. I don’t know why she buys …………..  expensive things.

     2. It was …………….. a good film that I saw it three times.

     3. The weather was……….. cold that all the football matches were cancelled.

     4. I wish you wouldn’t drive ………… fast.

C. Adjective or adverb? Choose the correct alternative.

     1. The job was …………. easy. (surprising/surprisingly)

     2. I read an ……………. thing in the newspaper this morning (amazing/amazingly)

     3. The room was …………. decorated. (bad/badly)

     4. Angela is ………….. good with animals. (true/truly)

D. Look at this example: He drives fast; he gets nervous.

        The faster he drives, the more nervous he gets.

     1. He eats ice cream; he gets fat.

     2. She ignores him; he loves her.

     3. She buys shoes; she wants shoes.

     4. He has a lot of money; he buys useless things.
E. Join the following sentences with who, which, that or whose. Cross out the relative 
     pronoun(s) you think can be left out. 

     1. There’s a problem. It worries me.

     2. I’ve got a friend. She is a shopaholic.

     3. She went to a meeting. She didn’t understand its purpose.

     4. These are problems. You don’t have them.

     5. Where’s that nurse? I saw her yesterday.

FIM
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