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I

Read the following text.

As politicians and commentators around the world saw pictures of the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina, many seized the opportunity to blame the fierce storm, at least in part, on the Bush administration's environmental policy. The United States is one of the few nations that have not signed the Kyoto Protocol, which seeks to limit global warming by reducing the levels of industrial emissions that most scientists now believe promote climate change. 

“Katrina Should Be a Lesson to the U.S. on Global Warming,” read a headline on the Web site of the German magazine Der Spiegel. 

“The Bush government rejects international climate protection goals by insisting that imposing them would negatively impact the American economy,” wrote Jürgen Tritten, Germany's environment minister and a Green Party member. 

 “There is new research that shows there may well be an increase in the destructive power of hurricanes because of global warming,” said Wayne Elliott, a meteorologist with the British weather service. 

The strength of a hurricane is connected to sea surface temperature, which is slowly rising with global temperatures. In the last century, global temperatures have risen more than 0.7 degrees centigrade and sea temperatures about 0.6 degrees and the pace of change is accelerating, according to the European Environment Agency. In fact, scientists had predicted a rough hurricane season because sea surface temperatures were so hot at the beginning of the summer, Elliott said. Hurricanes need a sea surface temperature of at least 27 degrees centigrade, or 80 degrees Fahrenheit, to start. The surface temperature in the Gulf of Mexico, where Hurricane Katrina gained much of its force, was 31 degrees. Global warming has also led to a sea level rise, which exacerbates flooding like that in New Orleans, he added. 

But the connection between global warming and Katrina was highlighted in many media outlets in European countries, all of which have signed the Kyoto accord and in which Bush administration environmental policies are widely unpopular. 

In Italy, the Lega Ambiente, a powerful national environment lobby, called Katrina “a dramatic event on par with Sept. 11,” and demanded change from the U.S. government. 

“It is time that President Bush undertakes a radical review of the proper position on climate change and the consequences of the energy policy of the United States,” said Roberto Della Seta, the group’s national president. 

President Hugo Chávez of Venezuela, a frequent critic of the Bush administration, wagged a finger: Noting that the United States had not signed the Kyoto treaty, he said that global warming was behind the ferocity of recent hurricanes, and blamed “capitalist consumerism” that he said was championed by Americans.

by Elisabeth Rosenthal in International Herald Tribune, September 2, 2005 (abridged)
Glossary:
fierce: violento

seek: procurar

headline: título

impact: influenciar

strength: força

pace: ritmo

rough: violento

lead: conduzir

highlight: salientar

media outlet: agência de notícias

on par with: equivalente a

demand: exigir

champion: support

A. Answer the following questions on paragraphs 1-4 of the text.
     1. What’s the aim of the Kyoto Protocol?

     2. Why hasn’t the Bush administration signed the Kyoto Protocol?

     3. What’s the effect of global warming on hurricanes?

B. Complete the sentences below according to the ideas expressed in 
     paragraphs 5-7 of the text.
     1. Most scientists claim that climate change is caused ……………………………

     2. An environment lobby compared Katrina …………………………………

     3. Flooding was very bad in New Orleans because ……………………………..

C. Express and justify your opinions.
     1. What do you think of the USA attitude concerning the signature of the Kyoto 
          Protocol?

     2. How far do you share Hugo Chávez’s critical comment on the Bush 
          administration? 

II

A. Rewrite the following sentences by replacing the underlined parts with 
     one of the phrasal verbs in the box.


      1. Bush arrived a little late.

      2. He claims that environmentalists are inventing stories about global warming.

      3. We have been tolerating our noisy neighbours.

      4. We’ll try to find out their number in the phone book.

      5. Please go upstairs and tell him to come out of the bed.

B. Turn into the passive.
     1. Katrina devastated large parts of Louisiana and Mississipi.

     2. The Federal Government didn’t send help immediately.

     3. The Bush administration rejects international climate protection goals.

     4. Some local authorities can’t assess the economic and social damage of the Katrina.

     5. The USA should reduce greenhouse emissions.

     6. The Federal Government must invest a lot of money in the Mississippi.
     7. They may send some aid in the next months.

     8. President Bush will not sign the Kioto treaty.
III
Imagine and write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper expressing your concerns about an environmental problem in your town. Describe its effect(s) on the area, say what has/hasn’t been done to solve it, and suggest further measures. 

bring up, get up, look up, make up, put up with, turn up, wake up
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