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I

Read the following text.

Talking to your car becoming natural

Cars in the digital age are technological feats1. High-end2 autos are packed with onboard computers not just for showing how much fuel you have left, but also telling you where you are, and instructing you on how to reach your destination. Since safety is paramount3, the computer will even speak to you so your eyes never have to leave the road. 

"There are speech recognition systems deployed4 in cars today but they have a certain amount of limitations," explained Roberto Sicconi, IBM mobile communications research manager. "Most of them require the user to learn and use a set of commands, and not say anything else. This is one of the complaints we are getting from our early customers. They would like to be able to say things freely without having to look into a manual first." 

IBM is working on developing a system that allows a driver hold a conversation with a car. The system would have the ability to answer back, establishing a two-way communication between driver and vehicle. By logging onto the internet, it could access everything from traffic updates to e-mails. But there would be safeguards in place to ensure the system does not ramble5 on when you least want it to. 

"The system can detect speed, acceleration, other events particular to the car, so it can determine the stress level of the car,” said Mr Sicconi. "If, for example, you are driving too fast, certain features like e-mail dictation may be disabled. If you have to brake quickly, perhaps to avoid an accident, the system should be able to stop talking and resume when the situation returns to normal." 

Other companies are plotting6 their own routes towards this kind of technology, but it will be five to 10 years before such systems become a reality. 

By Richard Taylor, BBC World Online, 13 April, 2004 (abridged)

Glossário:

1 feitos
2 caro e de alta qualidade
3 mais importante do que tudo

4 instalados
5 descontrolar

6 a planear

A. Say whether the following statements are true or false.

     Justify your choice with expressions from the text. (4 x 10 pontos)
    1. The early voice recognition system in cars is difficult to use.

    2. The introduction of voice recognition systems makes driving more dangerous.

    3. Some features won’t work if you drive too fast.

    4. It will take less than five years before the new technology is available in the 
          market.

B. Complete the following sentences with ideas from the text. (2 x 12 pontos)
    1. Some cars can already give you important information like …………., …………….  

         and ………………. .

    2. The use of early voice recognition systems depended on ………………………….. .

C. Express and justify your opinion. (21 pontos)

     Refer to two new technologies not mentioned in the text but already available in cars.

II

A. Complete the following sentences using a few, a little, few, and little. 

      (4 x 4 pontos)
     1. I can’t buy that new mobile phone. I have so ………. money.

     2. I don’t know the answer but I’ve got ………. ideas.

     3. Peter has so ………. electronic gadgets because he doesn’t like those things.

     4. Could you suggest me ………. ideas?
B. Fill in with a, an, the or zero article. (10 x 2 pontos)
Lonelygirl15 is one of (1) ………. most viewed YouTube users of all (2)………. time. She's young and pretty, with (3)………. complicated personal life. She's also (4)………. work of fiction. Lonelygirl15 was created by two professional screenwriters and (5) ………. actress from New Zealand. She’s (6) ………. video blogger. She speaks directly into her webcam about her life, her opinions, what she did that day. Sometimes she doesn't speak at all, just runs (7) ………. words across (8)………. screen while she plays (9)………. song in (10)………. background. 
in Time, Dec. 13 2006
C. Complete the following sentences with the correct forms of the verbs in

     brackets in the will or going to future. (4 x 5 pontos)
    1. Hurry up! We ……………. the train. (miss)

    2. I’m sure she ……………. with this idea. (not agree)

    3. Look at all those clouds in the sky! It …………….. (rain)

    4. Don’t take your car to work tomorrow. I ……………. you a lift. (give)

D. Complete the following sentences with the correct forms, positive or negative, 
     of the verbs in brackets in the Present Simple or the Present Continuous. 
     (4 x 5 pontos)

    1. The meeting ……………. at half past two. (start)

    2. Everybody ……………. to the match tomorrow. (go)

    3. I ……………. Janet for lunch at about 1 o’clock. (meet)

    4. Classes ……………. in late June. (finish)

E. Fill in the gaps with the correct forms of the verbs can/could and may/might.  
     (3 x 6 pontos)
    1. It was very difficult to hear. I ……………. not understand what she was saying.

    2. Don’t forget to take your umbrella. It ……………. rain.

    3. ……………. you drive a lorry?
F. Complete with the Past Simple or the Present Perfect of the verbs in brackets. 

     (2 x 11 pontos)

1. I ……………………. (never/meet) Bill Gates in person, but I ………………. (see) him 

    walking in Lisbon when he came to Portugal.

2. ……………………. /you/see) the film “I, robot” yet? 

    Yes, I ……………………. (buy) the video last month.

FIM
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